lralians have hailed the redress of
an histazic injustice aller the US
Congress recognised an impover-
ished Florentine immigrant, rach-
er than Alexander CGraham Bell, as
the inventor of the elephone.

Historians and ltalian-Ameri-
cans won their battle 1o persuade
Washington o recognise littde-
known mechanical genius Ante-
nin Meuoci as o Gither of modeon
comumunications. 183 vears aller
hiz death.

The vote by the House of Rep-
resentarives prompred joyous
¢laims in Meucei's homeland on
Sunday that Bell finally had been
oued as a perfidious Scot who
found fortune and fame by aking
over another man's work.

Calling the halian’s cireer ex
sracndinany and ragic, the resolu-
tion said his “tweletrofono”, dem-
anstrated in New York in 186D,
mmade him the invenlor ol the wle-
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Ring of truth as Bell depose
by real inventor of telephone

phone rather than Bell, who had
access (o Meucei's materials and
took out a patent 16 years Jater.

“It L& the sense of the House of
Hepresentatives that the life and
achivvements of Antenio Meuoc
should be recognised, and his
work in the invention of the tele-
phone should be acknowledged,”
the resolution stated.

Bell's immortalisation in books
and films has rankled generations
of halians with knowledge of
Meucel's story. Born In 1808, he
studicd design and mechanical
engineesing al the Acudemy of
Fine Arts in Florence. As a stage
technicizn he developed a primi-
live system basically using two
cans ticd with stiing to help col-
leapues communicate.

Int the 18305 he moved o Cuba
and, while working on metheds 10
et illmesses with elecnic shacks,
lound sounds could travel through
copper wire. He moved to Staten
lsland, near New Yark, in L850 10
develop the technology.

When Meucei's wile, Ester, be-

came paralysed he rigged a sys-
tem 10 link her bedroom with his
neighbousing workshop and in
1EZ0 held & public demaonsiration
which was repored in New York's
ltalian-language press.

His medels became more su-
phisticated, but Meucci could no
afford the US5250 needed for s
definitive patent for his “walking
telegraph’ =0 in 1871 he filed &
mne-year rengwable notice of an
impanding  pament. Three yean
later he oould not afford the
USSL0 10 renew it

He sent a model and technica
details o the Western Union tele
graph company but failed to wir
a meeting with executives. When
he asked tor his materials to be
remurned in 1874, he was 10ld the
had been lost.

Two vears later Bell, whe
shared a lsbortory with Meueed
filed & patent for a telephone, be
came a celebrity and made a des
with Westem Union. Meauce! suec
for fraud and was nearing victon
in court when he died in 1885,



